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Children’s Hospital Los Angeles is one of the nation’s leading children’s hospitals. True to our mission, we have been
creating hope and building healthier futures since 1901, and our team members deliver a level of care that's
consistently recognized as some of the best in the world.

We are humbled by the exceptional support from Las Madrinas, which helps to bolster family-centered patient care,
groundbreaking research, and leading education across the hospital. Thanks to your exceptional philanthropy, our
teams continue to improve the lives of children in Southern California and beyond.

In this report, we are pleased to share the latest highlights and accomplishments made possible by Las Madrinas
endowments.

Thank you again for your inspiring generosity and thoughtful commitment to Children’s Hospital Los Angeles.
Together, we are building healthier communities for countless families.

ANNUAL HIGHLIGHTS
Las Madrinas Chair in Developmental-Behavioral Pediatrics
Las Madrinas Developmental-Behavioral Pediatrics Endowment

Douglas Vanderbilt, MD, MS, MBA, serves as the Chief of the Division of
Developmental-Behavioral Pediatrics (DBP), co-Director of the Behavioral Health
Institute, and Las Madrinas Chair in Developmental-Behavioral Pediatrics. He
completed his medical school at the University of Tennessee, residency at UCLA, and
DBP fellowship and a two-year faculty appointment at Boston University.

Dr. Vanderbilt oversees all aspects of the Division of Developmental-Behavioral
Pediatrics. At Children’'s Hospital Los Angeles, DBP addresses the medical and
psychosocial aspects of children's developmental and behavioral issues. CHLA's
pediatricians are crucial to diagnosing and treating complex developmental-
behavioral conditions.

Recognizing that a child's well-being is deeply rooted in the family environment, Dr. Vanderbilt and our experts
prioritize understanding the family's perspective.

Annual Updates on the Division of Developmental-Behavioral Pediatrics
This year, the goal of the Division was to create opportunities for faculty to engage in educational activities to better
support the hospital's fellows, residents, and medical students. Some highlights include:

* Fellows and program faculty presented to 120 medical students on their third-year rotation on DBP
developmental topics.

s Five fellows and nine DBP faculty members taught 89 pediatric and medical residents at CHLA (38);
University of California, Irvine (24); LA General Medical Center (18); and Kaiser (8) about screening skills,
referral sources, and managing DBP solutions during students’ second- and third-year rotations.

* 15 graduated DBP fellows from CHLA have obtained at least one empiric publication for a total of 14
publications.

s |nahighly competitive applicant pool, CHLAmatched both DBP fellows to full-time opportunities, increasing
the capacity of the future of DBP workforce.
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The Impact of Your Generosity

Thanks to the generosity of Las Madrinas, Dr. Vanderbilt is overseeing two incredible endowments, including the Las
Madrinas Chair in Developmental-Behavioral Pediatrics and the Las Madrinas Developmental-Behavioral Pediatrics
Endowment. Dr. Vanderbilt will be allowing the spendable balance in these endowments to accrue before funding
his goals to support training and research efforts of the fellowship program to create a sustainable DBP workforce.

Las Madrinas Endowment for Molecular Oncology

James Amatruda, MD, PhD, Chief of the Division of Pediatric Hematology-Oncology,
Director of the Cancer and Blood Disease Institute, and the Alfred E. Mann Chair in Cancer
Research, continues to oversee funding from the Las Madrinas Endowment for Molecular
Oncology. Dr. Amatruda is a physician-scientist with a primary research and clinical focus
on solid tumors of childhood including sarcomas, germ cell tumors, and Wilms tumor. His
lab has developed zebrafish models of genetic subtypes of pediatric solid tumors to better
define their biology and to use that knowledge to identify and validate novel approaches
for improved therapies.

Updates on Ewing Sarcoma Metastasis

Dr. Amatruda and his team developed a new way to study Ewing sarcoma metastasis.
Metastasisis the spread of tumor cells outside of the primary site to other locations in the
body and is the major cause of death from disease in Ewing sarcoma patients.

The Amatruda lab team has implanted human Ewing sarcoma cells into transparent two-day-old zebrafish. The cells
survived, grew, and spread. The team is now poised to identify which factors determined how a metastatic cell can
survive in a new environment outside the original tumor. This knowledge could lead to new ways to prevent or treat
metastasis.

Other Collaborations

In other work, Dr. Amatruda has been collaborating with scientists at the USC Keck School of Medicine with
specialists who have expertise in understanding mechanisms of normal human kidney development. CHLA's team
has now begun to apply the specialized molecular and computational tools, created by the Keck team, to
understand how kidney development goes awry in Wilms tumor, the most common form of pediatric kidney cancer.
By pinpointing the steps at which normal kidney development is blocked or altered in tumors, the team hopes to
develop new ways to detect and treat Wilms tumors at an earlier stage, which could be more effective and safer
than our current approaches.

The Impact of Your Generosity

The Las Madrinas Endowment for Molecular Oncology provides critical resources for Dr. Amatruda and his team to
conduct life-changing and lifesaving research into pediatric cancer and blood diseases, as well as kidney disease. This
year, funding supported research on Ewing sarcoma metastasis, as well as the Wilms tumor collaboration.
Endowment income will continue to be used in these areas next year, especially to support ongoing training for
CHLA team members to perform custom imaging experimentation and high-resolution sequencing of Wilms tumor.
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Las Madrinas Endowment for Molecular Pathology
Las Madrinas Endowment for Molecular Genetics

The Las Madrinas Endowment for Molecular Pathology and the Las Madrinas Endowment for Molecular Genetics
are essential resources supporting ongoing research and clinical translation. The endowments continue to be
overseen by Alexander Judkins, MD, FCAP, FCRP, Pathologist-in-Chief at CHLA, providing invaluable support for the
development of innovative new treatments and technologies.

This past year, funding from the Las Madrinas Endowment for Molecular Pathology
allowed Timothy Triche, MD, PhD, (top photo) to continue his work on the
development of new treatment modalities for Ewing sarcoma, a highly lethal tumor in
adolescents. In the past 30 years, there has been little treatment improvement,
despite increased toxicity due to chemotherapy.

We are pleased to share some recent accomplishments from Dr. Triche:
* Generated preliminary animal model data confirming potential for novel
irinotecan treatment in Ewing sarcoma (manuscript in preparation).
s Evaluated second generation nanoparticle technology (CHLA patent) for
delivery of non-toxic (gene silencing) treatment for fusion-gene positive childhood sarcomas.
* Developed nanoparticles to deliver temozolomide for treatment of pediatric gliomas (collaboration with
CHLA's Brain Tumor Center).

Funding from the Las Madrinas Endowment for Molecular Pathology has bolstered the
work of Jaclyn Biegel, PhD, FACMG, (bottom photo) in the development of novel DNA-
based next generation sequencing technologies. This involves using liquid biopsies
from pediatric patients with solid tumors. Over the past few years, Dr. Biegel and her
team created one of the first liquid biopsy tests (LBSeqdKids) designed specifically for
the detection and diagnosis of pediatric cancer. Based on the initial results, this test
has the potential to be life-changing for many children and their families.

Dr. Biegel is in the second phase of development to expand the range of pediatric
cancers detected by LBSeqgdKids. We look forward to sharing these updates in future
reports.

The Impact of Your Generosity
Thanks to the incredible philanthropy of Las Madrinas, Dr. Judkins and his team of faculty have critical resources to

support novel research throughout the hospital. In the next fiscal year, the team plans to leverage these funds to
bolster pilot studies, including the second-generation nanoparticle technology to deliver non-toxic treatment for

Ewing sarcoma, high-dose irinotecan and temazolamide containing nanoparticles for the treatment of brain tumors,
and the second phase of development to expand the use of LBSeq4Kids for other pediatric cancers, to name a few.
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Las Madrinas Endowment for Experimental Therapeutics for Ophthalmology

Aaron Nagiel, MD, PhD, continues oversee the Las Madrinas Endowment for
Experimental Therapeutics for Ophthalmology. He complements his clinical expertise

with an active laboratory and translational research program that is developing novel
therapeutic approaches for children with diseases of the retina and vitreous. At CHLA,
Dr. Nagiel leads an active research program aimed at developing better ways to treat
pediatric retinal diseases through state-of-the-art imaging, advanced surgical devices,
and novel treatments, including gene therapy and stem cell-based therapy.

Recent Accomplishments
This year, thanks to support from Las Madrinas, Dr. Nagiel and his team have
successfully achieved the following:

* Leila Bahmani, PhD, a postdoctoral fellow with the Vision Center, secured a California Institute for
Regenerative Medicine (CIRM) fellowship recognizing the importance of her work and the work of the Vision
Center. Dr. Bahmani made fundamental discoveries in stem cell technology.

* Dr. Nagiel's laboratory published the first comprehensive study on the role of an important molecular
pathway in human retinal development, work led by graduate student Rosanna Calderon. Calderon is now
an Assistant Professor at Loyola Marymount University.

* The Vision Center continues to excel as a national leader in gene therapy research with multiple ongoing
trials. This year, the team completed their 100* gene therapy surgery.

The Impact of Your Generosity

With the exceptional generosity of Las Madrinas and the Las Madrinas Endowment for Experimental Therapeutics
for Ophthalmology, Dr. Nagiel and his team have critical resources to bolster their life-changing research. In FY24,
funding covered research expenses and continued to support the research of Dr. Bahnani, including laboratory
expenses, programmatic expenses, and conference-related travel. The Las Madrinas Endowment for Experimental
Therapeutics for Ophthalmology will continue funding this exciting work into the next fiscal year.

Las Madrinas Endowment for Hematopoietic Stem Cell Research

Babak Moghimi, MD, serves as the head of Transplantation and Cellular Therapy
within the Cancer and Blood Disease Institute at CHLA. His laboratory investigates
ways to enhance chimeric antigen receptor (CAR) T-cell therapy to expand its use in
treatment for pediatric neuroblastoma and leukemia. CAR T-cell therapy uses a

patient’s own immune system T-cells, engineering them to recognize and destroy
cancer cells. The goal of Dr. Moghimi’s laboratory at CHLA is to translate research

directly into precise, safer CAR T-cell therapies that canimprove patients’ responses to
treatment.

Recent Accomplishments
Dr. Moghimi and his team are grateful for the remarkable philanthropy of Las Madrinas to establish the Las
Madrinas Endowment for Hematopoietic Stem Cell Research. This year, we are pleased to share the following
accomplishments:
s  Dr. Moghimi and his team are developing safe and effective CAR-T cells to treat acute myeloid leukemia
(ALL), and their work was recently published in the prestigious Journal of Blood Cancer Discovery.
* Funding was used to support the training and education of future health care professionals and scientists,
including a graduate student and two clinical fellows. These individuals are interested in career
development and translational research.

Children’s Hospital Los Angeles -4



* |nitial support from Las Madrinas has allowed the team to engage in novel research. Thanks to Las
Madrinas, Dr. Moghimi is applying for additional funding to bolster his team’s work, including RO1 grants,
LLS grants, USC pilot funding, and Specialized Programs of Research Excellence (SPORE) grants.

The Impact of Your Generosity

The generosity of Las Madrinas and the Las Madrinas Endowment for Hematopoietic Stem Cell Research is helping
to advance innovative acute myeloid leukemia research to improve the lives of countless children in Southern
California and beyond. Through this work, the endowment is also supporting training for the next generation of
scientists to better understand the causes of and treatments for a variety of blood diseases. Next year, funding from
the Las Madrinas Endowment for Hematopoietic Stem Cell Research will continue to have an important impact as
Dr. Moghimi and the team develop additional refinements in producing the most effective version of CAR-T cells to
target ALL, including the engineering of CAR-T cells to improve feasibility for clinical trials. This will allow the team to
test the cells in clinically relevant settings to enable future translational work.

Las Madrinas Endowment for Gene, Immune, and Stem Cell Therapy Research

Rongfu Wang, PhD, continues to serve as Director of the Cell Immunotherapy Program
at CHLA and oversees the generous Las Madrinas Endowment for Gene, Immune, and
Stem Cell Therapy Research. Dr. Wang's research interests and expertise are focused
in the areas of cancer antigen discovery, cancer immunclogy, and immunotherapy,
innate immune signaling and regulation, and epigenetic regulation of stem cells and
cancer.

Recent Acccomplishments
The support from Las Madrinas is critically important for Dr. Wang and his team, as

they generate key findings and preliminary data necessary to obtain external funding
to support cell-based immunotherapy in cancer as well as other diseases, including infectious diseases. The Las
Madrinas Endowment for Gene, Immune, and Stem Cell Therapy Research has supported the training of graduate
students and postdoctoral fellows, as they work to generate new research data and develop new immune cell-based
immunotherapies against cancers. With your essential support, Dr. Wang has published his team’s important

research in top peer-reviewed journals, such as Nature Cell Biology, Nature Metabolism, Cell Host & Microbes, and
Advanced Sciences. This is in addition to contributing to research, leading to several unpublished manuscripts.

Recent Publications
DuanT., Chul., Xing C., DuY., Yin B., Liu X., Qian C., Wang H., and Wang R.F. ACE2-Dependent and Independent

SARS-CoV-2 Entries Dictate Viral Replication and Inflammatory Response in Immune Cells. Nature Cell Biology, 26,
6528-644 (2024).

ChenL., YiH., LiQ., DuanT., Liu X., LiL., Wang H.Y., Xing C., & Wang R.F. T-Bet Regulates lon Channels and
Transporters and Induces Apoptosis in Intestinal Epithelial Cells. Advanced Science, 11, 28, 2401654 (2024).

The Impact of Your Generosity
With support from the Las Madrinas Endowment for Gene, Immune, and Stem Cell Therapy Research, Dr. Wang and
his team have critical resources to bolster their innovative stem cell research, which leads to the development of

lifesaving immunotherapies to treat cancer and other diseases. Funding will continue to bolster this research and
treatments next fiscal year.
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Las Madrinas Endowment for Autism Research, Interventions, and Outcomes

This year, support from the Las Madrinas Endowment for Autism Research,
Interventions, and Outcomes supported the work of Jessica Schwartzman, PhD,
(pictured right) who joined Children’s Hospital Los Angeles in late 2023. Dr.
Schwartzman is the Director of the Training and Research to Empower
NeuroDiversity Lab and a clinical psychologist for Autism and Neurodevelopmental
Services in the Division of Developmental-Behavioral Pediatrics at Children’s Hospital
Los Angeles. She is studying how to improve mental health outcomes for a
particularly vulnerable group: youth with autism, ADHD, and learning disabilities.

“Meurodivergent youth perceive the world differently and interact with others in
their own ways. Unfortunately, emerging research shows that they are exceptionally
vulnerable to depression, anxiety, and suicidality,” Dr. Schwartzman notes. “I'm
trying to understand what makes this community more vulnerable to adverse mental health outcomes and how we
can intervene in the most effective way.”

Updates on the Early ldentification of ASD

Additional funding from the endowment continued to advance the exceptional work of Sahana Nagabhushan
Kalburgi, PhD, and Pat Levitt, PhD, Chief Scientific Officer, Senior Vice President, and Director of The Saban
Research Institute, as well as the Simms/Mann Chair in Developmental Neurogenetics, on their early identification
autismresearch project. Researchshows that the earlier clinicians can intervene for children who are at risk or have
been diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder (ASD), the better the outcomes. Infants with an older sibling
diagnosed with ASD have an approximately 10 times greater risk for developing ASD than the general population.
The goal of this research program is to predict ASD in infancy.

The team recently completed their final child assessment, exceeding their goal of participants. Drs. Nagabhushan
Kalburgi and Levitt will begin data analysis, and we look forward to sharing more information in future
communications.

The Impact of Your Generosity

In the last fiscal year, funding supported the research of Drs. Nagabhushan Kalburgi and Levitt, and enabled Dr.
Schwartman to engage in her autism research surrounding mental health. The investment from Las Madrinas will
continue to bolster this incredible work and our team members in the year to come.

Las Madrinas Simulation Center Endowment

Pediatric medical emergencies often demand split-second
decision-making and sophisticated care technigues. However, the
rarity of these incidents makes gaining the hands-on experience
necessary to successfully treat them challenging. Even in less
emergent scenarios, ensuring the best possible outcomes
requires teamwork that only comes with specialized training and
practice.

Children's Hospital Los Angeles is bridging this gap with a full
suite of medical simulation facilities and learning experiences.
The Las Madrinas Simulation Center is among a small number of
simulation programs nationwide focusing on pediatrics. We are
helping more clinicians confidently deliver high-quality care to newborns, babies, and children.
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Support of the Medical Director

Todd Chang, MD, MAcM, (pictured right) serves as the Director of the Las Madrinas
Simulation Center. Thanks to the Las Madrinas Simulation Center Endowment, Dr.
Chang has been able to train and mentor two physicians through the Simulation
Fellowship Program, helping them integrate simulation into their speciality areas.

Additional funding has aided the International Scholar Program, sharing simulation
practices and research opportunities, encouraging participants to bring these insights
back to their home countries.

This year, Dr. Chang and his team also completed two research studies:
s Basic Life Support Using Extended Reality Technologies = in collaboration with the University of Seoul,
Korea.
* Using Virtual Reality-Based Simulation in Neonatal Resuscitation Program Training — has been accepted for
presentation at the 1S5PW Conference and Pediatric Academic Society Conference.

Hiring of a Simulation Technician

The team launched a 3D printing program and began partnering with individuals across the hospital, including John
Livingstone, MD, in the Jackie and Gene Autry Orthopedic Center, the Blood Donor Center, and the Safe Sleep
Committee. In the Autry Orthopedic Center, use of 30 printing helps in orthopedic pre-procedural planning and has
resulted in reduced operating room procedural times, increased patient safety, and improved outcomes.

A simulation technician was also hired, supporting the 3D printing program, in addition to overseeing simulation
courses. The technician has partnered with physical therapists at CHLA, as well as at the Van Nuys Airport,
supporting the Emergency Transport Team and pilots who fly helicopters that transport critically ill and injured
patients. This collaboration is helping the pilots by offering simulating indicators for emergency landings, reducing
challenges for patients being transported. The technician is also working with the Autry Orthopedic Center’s Center
for Achievement of Teens and Children With Hand Differences (CATCH) Program to provide 3D printed prosthetics
for patients with limb differences.

Pre-Term Baby Simulator

The Las Madrinas Simulation Center has also collaborated with the Steven & Alexandra Cohen Foundation Newborn
and Infant Critical Care Unit (NICCU) during Simulation Week. This allows CHLA patients and families to see the high-
tech mannequins and equipment used to provide the best care.

The Impact of Your Generosity

We are pleased to share that funding from the Las Madrinas Simulation Center Endowment supported the work of
the Director and the simulation technician. Thanks to your sustained philanthropy, Dr. Chang and his team can
engage in innovative simulation research and educate colleagues throughout the hospital about their exciting work.
A portion of funds also helped the team purchase the Pre-Term Baby Simulation System. Next fiscal year, funds will
continue to support the work of the Director and simulation technician.
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Las Madrinas Chair, Chief of Neurology

Shafali Spurling Jeste, MD, (pictured right) continues to serve as co-Director of the
Neurology Institute and the Las Madrinas Chair, Chief of Neurology. A Board-certified
pediatric neurologist, Dr. Jeste focuses on developing methods to improve precision
in the diagnosis and treatment of neurodevelopmental disorders. She is a prolific
researcher whose lab has defined early predictors of autism in at-risk infants, and she
has authored and contributed to more than 200 journal papers, editorials, chapters,
and abstracts.

Launch of a Neurodevelopmental Disabilities (NDD) Fellowship

The Neurodevelopmental Disabilities (NDD) Fellowship at CHLA is one of just two
newly launched programs in the nation. The 12-month program is accredited by the Accreditation Council for
Graduate Medical Education (ACGME).

“Approximately 17% of children have neurodevelopmental disabilities, but child neurology training programs don’t
focus on interdisciplinary clinical management of these disabilities across developmental stages,” says Dr. Jeste.
“This program helps to fill that gap, with a specific focus on longitudinal clinical management, advocacy, and
research.”

The Neurodevelopmental Disabilities Fellowship at CHLA will select one fellow per year. Candidates must be Board-
certified or Board-eligible in child neurology and have completed 24 months of pediatric residency training and 36
months of child neurology training.

Fellows will learn to evaluate, diagnose, and manage complex neurodevelopmental disabilities such as autism
spectrum disorder, intellectual disability, cerebral palsy, and ADHD. The program includes:
* |nterdisciplinary collaborations with various subspecialties at CHLA
* Fellow-driven clinical projects, research, and disability advocacy
Protected time for independent research
Opportunities to rotate through Developmental-Behavioral Pediatrics, Neurogenetics, Neuroradiology,
Meurosurgery, and more

Additional Accomplishments
In addition to the launch of the NDD Fellowship, Dr. Jeste and her team have expanded offerings within the
Neurclogical Institute, including:

* Expansion of clinical offerings for neurodevelopmental disabilities. Last year, they saw more than 500
patients.

s Launch of a multidisciplinary Spasticity Clinic in the Neurological Institute, which supports patients who
experience functional loss, contracture, and pain due to cerebral palsy, multiple sclerosis, brain/spinal cord
injuries, and strokes, to name a few.

* Developmental of more than 20 publications from research on neurodevelopmental disorders.

The Impact of Your Generosity

With the establishment of the Las Madrinas Chair, Chief of Neurology, CHLA has positioned itself as a leader in
neurological care for children and their families. With your support, Dr. leste has launched the NDD Fellowship and
the Spasticity Clinic, all while continuing invaluable research to advance the care for children with
neurodevelopmental disorders. Next year, Dr. Jeste plans to continue growing the neurodevelopmental disabilities
program by recruiting leading faculty to the Neurological Institute at CHLA. Additionally, she plans to begin new
neurodevelopmental disabilities research, apply for new grants, and publish the team’s remarkable work.
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Las Madrinas Epilepsy Program Endowment

We are pleased to welcome pediatric neurosurgeon Virendra
“Viren"” Desai, MD, to Children's Hospital Los Angeles as Surgical
Director of the Comprehensive Epilepsy Center. He joins Sucheta
Joshi, MD, MS, FAAP, FAES, Medical Director of the
Comprehensive Epilepsy Center to round out the leadership
team.

Dr. Desai, who began at CHLA on July 1, 2024, is an expert in
advanced surgical technigques for children with epilepsy—
including responsive neurostimulation (RNS), minimally invasive
laser ablation, and robot-assisted stereoelectroencephalography (SEEG), which helps pinpoint the origin of seizures
without open brain surgery. He also specializes in procedures for children with movement disorders, including deep
brain stimulation and selective dorsal rhizotomy.

CHLA Performs Its First Thalamic RNS Procedure for Epilepsy

The Comprehensive Epilepsy Center team at CHLA recently performed its first thalamic responsive neurostimulation
(RNS) procedure. This groundbreaking technology is placed deep in the thalamus, a control center for the brain.
There, it continually monitors a patient’s brain waves —and can stop seizures before they even start.

Dr. Desai led this five-hour procedure, which was performed in a child with generalized epilepsy whose seizures had
not responded to medications or a vagal nerve stimulator (VNS). The patient is doing well.

The implanted device takes three to six months to see the full effect. Initially, the device only records seizures. After
one month, the team turns the stimulation on, but they usually start with the lowest settings and then make
adjustments each month. It's a smart device, so epileptologists can continually adjust it to respond to certain brain
waves or to send a longer, stronger, or more frequent impulse. You can really fine-tune it to the individual patient.
The surgical technigue has been around for nearly 80 years.

Because of the highly detailed preplanning, the risk of infection is less than 1%, a similar risk as operations like the
vagal nerve stimulator.

The procedure is also reversible—the team can remove the device if the patient decides they don't want it anymore.
As a Level 4 epilepsy Center, CHLA is one of the few pediatric hospitals capable of offering this type of procedure.

The Impact of Your Generosity

With the exceptional generosity of Las Madrinas, Dr. Joshi and the team in the Compehensive Epilepsy Center have
critical resources to support the education and research of inspiring epilepy practitioners. The team has significantly
expanded over the past few years, and support from the Las Madrinas Epilepsy Program Endowment ensures the
team at CHLA, as well as the satellite clinic, can continue providing premier care for children with epilepsy and their
families. Funding will continue to bolster training and education to ensure Children’s Hospital Los Angeles is a leader
in clinical and surgical care.
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Las Madrinas Diagnostic Innovation Endowment

Alexander Judkins, MD, FCAP, FCRP, continues to serve as Pathologist-in-Chief at
CHLA and Executive Director of the Center for Personalized Medicine and
Department Head of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine. In these roles, he leads a
multidisciplinary team in the Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine,
which is one of the most comprehensive pediatric pathology programs in the nation.

CHLA’s clinical laboratories are led by internationally recognized faculty and highly

skilled laboratory professionals. Faculty and staff actively participate in a wide range
of educational programs, including postdoctoral clinical fellowships, and Clinical

Laboratory Scientist (CLS) training.

Updates on Molecular Minimal Residual Disease Testing
Minimal—or measurable —residual disease (MRD) testing is a very sensitive method used to detect a small number
of cancer cells that remain in a patient’s body after their treatment. This information is useful for doctors in

assessing treatment effectiveness and can help predict the potential for relapse.

Since our last update, the team—Iled by Dr. Judkins —is continuing to work on validating the test for patients with B-
cell acute lymphoblastic leukemia (B-ALL) using next-generation sequencing (NGS) technology. This form of testing

tends to be faster and have more reliable results.

Based on the team’s success, they eventually plan to develop and validate an analogous molecular MRD test for T-
lymphoblastic leukemia (T-ALL), a less common and harder-to-treat form of the disease.

The Impact of Your Generosity
With support from Las Madrinas, Dr. Judkins and his team can continue their innovative work to develop
encouraging technologies to better determine treatment options and risk of relapsein patients with B-ALL, the most

common form of pediatric leukemia. This work has the potential to change lives at CHLA and beyond. Dr. Judkins
plans to continue using these funds on validating the MRD test for B-ALL and, with encouraging results, will expand

to the development of developing and validating a similar MRD test for T-ALL, a rarer form of leukemia.

OUR GRATITUDE

Children’s Hospital Los Angeles prides itself on being a pediatric academic medical center. Our team collaborates on
groundbreaking research internally and with experts and specialists around the world, developing life-changing and
lifesaving treatments and therapies for a multitude of pediatric conditions and diseases.

CHLA is proud of our partnership with Las Madrinas to help further innovative new developments to help countless
children and their families. Thank you for your longstanding generosity to support this work across the hospital.
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